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times thus absent, but never when business or serious
matters were concerned, so that his forgetfulness was
amusing. He never could bear to hear of his domestic
affairs. Pressed and tormented by his steward and his
maitre d'hotel to overlook their accounts, that he had
not seen for many years, he appointed a day to be de-
voted to them. The two financiers demanded that he
should close his door so as not to be interrupted; he
consented with difficulty, then changed his mind, and
said that if Cardinal Bonzi came he must be admitted,
but that it was not likely he would come on that par-
ticular day. Directly afterwards he sent a trusty ser-
vant to Cardinal Bonzi, entreating him to come on such
and such a day, between three and four o'clock, con-
juring him not to fail, and begging him above all to
come as of his own accord, the reason to be explained
afterwards. On the appointed day Cardinal d'Estrees
told his porter to let no one enter in the afternoon
except Cardinal Bonzi, who assuredly was not likely
to come, but who was not to be sent away if he did.
His people delighted at having their master to them-
selves all day without interruption, arrived about three
o'clock; the Cardinal quitted his family and the few
friends who had that day dined with him, and
passed into a cabinet where his business people
laid out their papers. He said a thousand absurdi-
ties to them upon his expenditure, of which he
understood nothing, and unceasingly looked towards
the window, without appearing to do so, secretly sigh-
ing for a prompt deliverance. A little before four
o'clock, a coach arrived in the court-yard; his business
people, enraged with the porter, exclaimed that there